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Abstract

Corrective rape is a form of sexual violence aimed predominantly at lesbian, transgender, and gender non-
conforming individuals with the supposed intention of “curing” them of their sexual orientation or gender identity 
(Phiri, 2011). Despite increasing visibility through advocacy efforts and media coverage, academic discourse on this 
phenomenon remains insufficient and disproportionately focused on certain geographies. This literature review 
explores corrective rape as a global instrument of sexual oppression rooted in heteronormativity and patriarchy. 
Drawing from scholarly research, NGO reports, and journalistic accounts, it highlights recurring patterns in 
motives, societal and institutional responses, and psychological consequences. Particular attention is given to 
South Africa, India, and Ecuador, where the phenomenon has been most documented, alongside emerging but 
underreported cases in Türkiye. The review concludes that corrective rape operates as a mechanism of gender-
based control sustained by cultural, religious, and institutional forces. It calls for a multidisciplinary response 
involving legal reform, public education, and community-based support structures to combat this form of violence.
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1. INTRODUCTION

Corrective rape is defined as one of the most 
severe and least reported forms of gender-based 
violence and is a direct identity attack against 
lesbian, transgender and gender non-conforming 
individuals. In such attacks, victims are raped, 
often by family members or acquaintances (and 
sometimes by strangers) in order to “correct” 
their sexual orientation or gender expression 
(Phiri, 2011). These acts of brutality are deeply 
embedded in cultural ideologies such as 
heteronormativity, patriarchy and compulsory 
heterosexuality. These ideologies view non-
heterosexual orientations and non-normative 
gender expressions as deviant, correctable and 
socially unacceptable (Phiri, 2011; Brown, 2012).

While the term “corrective rape” is becoming 
increasingly present in international human 
rights discourse, it remains invisible or under-
defined in the legal systems of most countries 
(it is not differentiated from sexual assault.) It is 
also under-addressed in the academic literature. 
The vast majority of states do not recognize this 
act as a specific category of crime. Societies avoid 
openly discussing this issue due to deep-rooted 
stigmatization of both sexual violence and non-
heteronormative identities. Victims are therefore 
subjected not only to physical and psychological 
trauma, but also to systematic exclusion and 
legal dispossession. Corrective rape is defined as 
“hate crime assaults involving extreme physical 
and verbal violence, perpetrated by offenders 
believing that sexual violence will change the 
victim’s sexual orientation.” (Brown, 2012)

Academic studies in this field are still sporadic, 
geographically limited and insufficient in scope. 
South Africa, where the phenomenon was first 
named and started to be seriously documented 
(Doan-Minh, 2019), stands out as the main case 
study in the literature on the subject. However, 
an increasing number of news reports, civil 
society reports and fieldwork from countries 
such as India, Ecuador and Turkey reveal 
that corrective rape is a global problem and 
transcends borders, legal systems and cultural 
frameworks. However, these local experiences 
often remain hidden under a veil of silence and 

are not reflected in official statistics or academic 
research.

The phenomenon of corrective rape in Turkey 
has hardly been studied at the academic level 
and has not yet been explicitly identified by 
this name. However, reports by civil society 
organizations, observations by activists and 
victim testimonies reveal that such forms of 
violence do exist. Forced marriage, “conversion 
therapy” initiatives decided within the family, 
and “corrective” sexual assaults against LGBTQ+ 
individuals present patterns that overlap with 
corrective rape cases described in international 
literature. Such practices are surrounded by a 
deep silence at both institutional and societal 
levels, and this silence paves the way for the 
legitimization and continuation of violence.

This study aims to fill the gap in the 
existing academic   literature  and provides 
a comprehensive assessment of corrective 
rape both globally and in Turkey. Through a 
comparative approach, the common patterns 
between the motivations behind this form 
of violence, social reactions and institutional 
responses are examined. Thus, the ideological 
structures that perpetuate this practice are 
revealed and urgent interventions are called for 
at the academic, legal and cultural levels.

2. MATERIAL AND METHOD

This literature review adopts a qualitative, 
thematic approach to examine the phenomenon 
of corrective rape in various sociocultural 
and legal contexts. The main data sources 
include peer-reviewed academic journals, non-
governmental organization (NGO) and human 
rights reports, government documents, and 
credible newspaper articles published in the 
last two decades. These sources were selected to 
provide a multidimensional and interdisciplinary 
perspective on corrective rape as both a gender-
based and cultural phenomenon.

Data collection began with a search of academic 
databases such as JSTOR, Scopus and Google 
Scholar with targeted keywords such as 
“corrective rape”, “lesbian sexual violence”, 
“gender-based violence against LGBTQ+ 
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individuals” and “conversion therapy sexual 
abuse”. Additional materials were obtained from 
reports of NGOs such as Human Rights Watch, 
Amnesty International and In On Africa, as well 
as documents of national and regional LGBTQ+ 
organizations. To ensure a local perspective, 
the archives and media reports of Turkey-based 
advocacy groups such as Kaos GL were also 
examined.

A comparative case study method was adopted 
to highlight documented and emerging examples 
of corrective rape in different cultural contexts. 
Cases from South Africa, India and Ecuador 
were analyzed alongside documented or alleged 
cases in Turkey. This approach made it possible 
to identify common patterns in perpetrators’ 
motivations, victim profiles, and societal and 
institutional responses.

The collected data were categorized and coded 
around the following recurring themes:

•	Motivations and ideological justifications

•	Social and family involvement

•	Legal invisibility and judicial processes

•	Psychological consequences and victim 
narratives

•	Media discourse and public awareness

This structural approach facilitates a detailed 
understanding of the similarities and differences 
of corrective rape practices at the global and local 
levels and offers insights into both universal and 
contextual aspects of this form of violence.

3. FINDINGS

Thematic analysis of global and national 
sources reveals that corrective rape is rooted in 
intersecting systems of patriarchal authority, 
heteronormativity and social control. Across 
geographies, the phenomenon manifests itself 
with similar motives, social responses and 
patterns of institutional neglect. The results are 
presented in four sub-sections: (3.1) Global Case 
Studies, (3.2) Underreported Incidents in Turkey, 
(3.3) Common Motives and Institutional Failures, 
(3.4) Media Framing and Public Awareness.

3.1. Global Case Studies

3.1.1. South Africa

The concept of corrective rape was first named 
and used in South Africa (Doan-Minh, 2019). 
Therefore, it has emerged as the most frequently 
mentioned country in the corrective rape 
literature. 

Despite having one of the most progressive 
constitutions in the world with clear protections 
for LGBTQ+ rights, the country remains a 
dangerous place for lesbian women, especially 
lesbians of color living in townships. Victims 
are often attacked by male perpetrators who 
claim to be trying to “cleanse” women of their 
homosexuality.

The bodies of two black lesbian activists, Sizakele 
Sigasa and Salome Masooa, were found raped 
and murdered in Soweto in 2007. Sizakele had 
three bullet wounds in her head and near her 
collarbone. Salome had a single gunshot wound 
to the head. The killers had used her underwear 
and shoelaces to bind Sizakele’s hands and 
ankles. Four suspects were initially arrested 
in connection with these murders, but were 
released after no evidence was found linking 
them to the crimes. The deaths of Sigasa and 
Masooa, among many other victims, illustrate 
the violent consequences of a society where 
LGBTQ+ people are tolerated only on paper but 
are still targeted in everyday life. Gaitho (2022) 
highlights the duality between legal protection 
and social persecution in the South African 
context.

On April 28, 2008, the naked and lifeless body 
of a woman was found in a drainage ditch near 
Johannesburg, South Africa. The victim had 
been gang raped, brutally beaten and stabbed 
twenty-five times. The victim’s name was Eudy 
Simelane. She was a leading player on the South 
African national soccer team, an equal rights 
activist and one of the first women in South 
Africa to publicly identify as a lesbian. In the 
wake of this horrific crime, the term ‘corrective 
rape’ has become increasingly common (The 
Mail & Guardian, 2021).
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3.1.2. India

In India, cases of corrective rape are often 
concealed on the grounds of family duty, religious 
customs and traditions, or cultural preservation. 
Lesbian and bisexual women are particularly 
vulnerable to these approaches and are often 
forced into heterosexual marriages, subjected 
to religious “conversion” rituals, or sexually 
assaulted by male relatives. It is believed that 
through these acts the victim’s sexual orientation 
can be “cured”. Rather than being isolated 
incidents, these attacks are part of a broader 
framework of systemic oppression legitimized 
by patriarchal norms and a heteronormative 
perspective (Mukherjee, 2021).

Despite the landmark decision of the Madras 
High Court in 2021 to ban conversion therapies, 
including any attempt to forcibly change a 
person’s sexual orientation or gender identity, 
its implementation has been extremely 
inadequate and weak. Many survivors continue 
to face coercion, exclusion and sexual violence 
under the pretext of moral or spiritual healing. 
Social stigma, fear of ostracization and lack of 
institutional support mechanisms often prevent 
victims from seeking justice. Police inaction and 
community insensitivity further perpetuate a 
culture of silence and impunity. As Mukherjee 
(2021) notes, families often defend such forms of 
sexual abuse by invoking religious doctrines, the 
need to protect the reputation of the community 
or the family’s honor. In many recorded cases, 
victims’ autonomy and access to due process are 
denied because law enforcement often ignores 
their complaints or takes the side of family 
members. These dynamics make it extremely 
difficult for queer women to escape cycles of 
abuse or hold perpetrators accountable.

3.1.3. Ecuador

Numerous cases of corrective rape have 
been documented in Ecuador, particularly in 
privately-run evangelical “rehabilitation clinics” 
that purport to “cure” homosexuality through 
spiritual or psychological methods. These 
unregulated and often illegal facilities are known 
to detain women (especially lesbian and bisexual 
persons) against their will, subjecting them to 
physical violence, sexual assault, starvation and 

psychological torture under the guise of religious 
purification or moral reform (Reuters, 2017).

Despite national and international outcry, 
the Ecuadorian government has struggled to 
effectively regulate or close these so-called 
“clinics”. While some clinics have been officially 
shut down following public pressure and legal 
action, many continue to operate in secret, aided 
by weak government oversight, corruption and 
deep-rooted social homophobia. Around 200 
clinics are thought to be still operating (Outright 
International, 2022). Law enforcement agencies 
often fail to intervene and local authorities may 
turn a blind eye, especially when families are 
complicit in the closure of their relatives.

According to Human Rights Watch, many of 
these clinics operate without any medical license 
or legal authorization and evade accountability 
by exploiting legal loopholes and religious 
justifications. While LGBTQ+ rights advocacy 
groups in Latin America have reported dozens 
of such cases, the actual number is thought to 
be much higher due to a persistent pattern of 
unregistered (or unreported) cases. Victims often 
remain silent for fear of reprisals, rejection by 
their families, or public shaming by conservative 
communities (Human Rights Watch, 2011).

3.2. Underreported Incidents in Turkey

Although corrective rape is not officially 
categorized as a separate crime in Turkey, 
numerous case reports and qualitative data from 
human rights organizations and NGOs show 
that similar forms of violence targeting LGBTQ+ 
individuals are both widespread and systematic. 
This form of violence is also seen in coercive 
psychiatric interventions where LGBTQ+ people 
(especially the youth) are subjected to so-called 
“treatment” in order to correct their sexual 
orientation or gender identity. Some people 
have reportedly been given antidepressants to 
“cure” their homosexuality, while others have 
been misdiagnosed by psychiatrists and publicly 
humiliated by being told they have “sexual 
disorders” (Human Rights Watch, 2008).

In addition, violence encouraged by the family 
is also a common form of action, often framed 
in terms of protecting family “honor”. Highly 



57

Journal of Awareness, Volume / Cilt: 10 - Special Issue/Özel Sayı - Yıl / Year: 2025

publicized cases such as Ahmet Yıldız, who was 
murdered by his father in 2008 after coming 
out as gay; and 17-year-old Roşin Çiçek, who 
was murdered by his father and uncles in 2012 
because of his sexual orientation, illustrate 
how families can resort to violence to the 
point of killing in order to erase or “correct” 
perceived deviations from heteronormativity 
(Parliamentary Assembly of the Council of 
Europe, 2021).

Another oppressive method is forced marriage, 
which is often practiced by families in Turkey to 
suppress the identities of their non-heterosexual 
children. LGBTQ+ youth are often forced or 
tricked into heterosexual marriages as a way to 
“fix” or hide their identities, sometimes under 
threat of violence or disownment (Human Rights 
Watch. 2008).

3.2.1. Derya Case – 1999

One of the earliest documented examples in 
Turkey that parallels the logic of corrective rape 
through coercion to behave heterosexually is 
that of Derya, a transgender man who was a 
founding member of the Pink Life LGBTQ+ 
Solidarity Association. Derya was forced into 
a heterosexual marriage by his mother when 
he was only 19 years old (Hürriyet, 2007). The 
intention behind this action is clearly corrective. 
Her mother believed that becoming a wife 
and having children would “correct” Derya’s 
gender identity. Throughout this forced union, 
Derya was exposed to multiple layers of trauma, 
including sexual repression, domestic violence 
and short-term imprisonment. The psychological 
damage was exacerbated by the suicide of her 
romantic partner in the midst of family and 
community oppression and control.

While this case is not officially classified as rape, 
it exemplifies how coercion to heteronormativity 
and sexual obligation in forced marriages serve as 
mechanisms of corrective violence, particularly 
against transgender people. Such practices 
reflect patterns of corrective rape and forced 
heterosexuality observed around the world, 
where sexual or reproductive acts are imposed 
to erase LGBTQ+ identities and force conformity 
to cisgender and heterosexual norms.

3.2.2. Manisa Case – 2017

A more brutal example of corrective violence 
occurred in Manisa in 2017. Two young women, 
Aynur O. and Emine G., were targeted for their 
sexual orientation while on vacation. After their 
romantic relationship was revealed, Emine’s 
male relatives subjected both women to physical 
and sexual assault in an attempt to punish and 
deter their relationship. Along with behaviors 
that symbolized the logic of corrective rape, a 
threat was also voiced, with a family member 
telling Aynur that they would rape her if she 
continued to see Emine. Aynur fainted after 
what she experienced and was left unconscious 
and injured outside her house after a while 
(Gazete Duvar, 2017). Although the assault was 
reported to the police, the justice system did not 
adequately follow up the case and the victims 
were left without institutional protection or 
psychosocial support. This case highlights the 
double invisibility that queer women often face 
in Turkey, where both gender-based violence 
and homophobic assault are often ignored or 
minimized by the authorities. It also shows 
how family-based violence operates not only 
as punishment, but also as a means of erasing 
queer identities through fear, trauma and forced 
subjugation.

3.3. Common Motives and Institutional Failures

In documented cases, corrective rape is rooted 
in the belief that heterosexuality is the only 
legitimate sexual orientation. Perpetrators frame 
these rapes as socially, culturally or religiously 
sanctioned interventions aimed at disciplining 
individuals who deviate from heteronormative 
norms. Families and the immediate environment 
often directly perpetrate or enable this violence 
under the pretext of protecting family honor or 
upholding strict gender norms (IOA, 2012).

Institutional responses to such violence are 
largely inadequate. Police and prosecutors 
in Turkey routinely reject reports of LGBTQ+ 
violence, deter survivors from seeking justice, 
and often refuse to arrest perpetrators (U.S. 
Department of State, 2019). The problem is 
exacerbated by legal loopholes: perpetrators 
can invoke “unjust provocation” to reduce 
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their sentences, and judges have applied this 
provision in homophobic and transphobic cases 
(U.S. Department of State, 2020; U.S. Department 
of State, 2018). Moreover, Turkish law does not 
recognize hate crimes based on sexual orientation 
or gender identity, leaving legal protection 
inadequate. This legal gap allows attacks against 
queer people to be treated only as general crimes 
of violence, depriving survivors of context-
sensitive justice and aggravating factors (U.S. 
Department of State, 2019). Such shortcomings 
are further reinforced by the existence of a 
hostile sociopolitical climate. In 2021, Turkey’s 
withdrawal from the Istanbul Convention, a 
key legal instrument addressing gender-based 
and domestic violence, was widely criticized 
for weakening protections for both women 
and LGBTQ+ people and indicating state-level 
complicity in eroding institutional safeguards 
(Human Rights Watch, 2022).

3.4. Media Framing and Public Awareness

The way in which corrective rape is represented 
(or rather, not represented) in the media plays 
a critical role in shaping public awareness and 
responses. In many countries, mainstream 
media either avoid explicitly labeling such 
incidents as hate crimes or treat them as isolated 
cases of interpersonal violence, thereby avoiding 
politicization of the issue and undermining 
efforts to identify and portray it as a systemic 
human rights violation. In South Africa, for 
example, media reports on corrective rape have 
often focused on victims’ testimonies, but have 
hardly put pressure on state institutions to take 
responsibility, as print publications have largely 
underrepresented the phenomenon and failed 
to generate sustained attention (Van der Schyff, 
2018).

In Turkey, on the other hand, coverage of incidents 
such as the physical and sexual assault case in 
Manisa is predominantly in alternative and 
more progressive media outlets such as Gazete 
Duvar, and almost non-existent in mainstream 
newspapers and television channels. This lack of 
consistent and critical media presence prevents 
the issue from entering the national debate and 
hinders pressure for policy reform.

In its 2023 Annual Review, ILGA Europe noted 
that 2022 was the most violent year for LGBTQ+ 
people in the region, with increased hate speech, 
often disseminated through the media, fueling 
physical and even fatal attacks (ILGA Europe, 
2023). Furthermore, the same review highlights 
that media-concentrated or state-controlled 
environments tend to under-report or censor 
violence against LGBTQ+ people, further 
marginalizing victims and distorting public 
understanding of the issue (ILGA Europe, 2023).

4. CONCLUSION

Corrective rape is not only a manifestation of 
individual prejudice, but also a systematic tool of 
sexual repression perpetuated by cultural, legal 
and institutional structures. Whether this violence 
takes place in townships in South Africa, in rural 
Indian homes, in evangelical clinics in Ecuador, 
or behind closed doors in Turkey, it follows the 
same logic: enforcing heteronormativity and 
conformity to gender norms. Corrective rape is 
based on the belief that victims have deviations 
that “need to be corrected” and therefore sexual 
violence is legitimized as a “treatment method”.

Global case studies reveal that corrective rape 
persists in some countries, despite the existence 
of legal protection mechanisms. The problem lies 
not only in legal gaps, but also in a lack of societal 
will to ensure justice or to officially recognize 
the crime. Even in countries like South Africa, 
where constitutional protections exist, victims 
face significant barriers to accessing justice 
due to widespread social stigmatization, anti-
LGBTQ+ rhetoric and law enforcement apathy. 
Courts often apply mitigating circumstances, 
citing the perpetrator’s social position, religion 
or cultural values. In India and Ecuador, cultural 
and religious justifications allow this violence 
to continue and be hidden within familial or 
institutional structures.

Turkey provides a particularly disturbing 
example of invisibility. Although there are 
cases that fit the definition of corrective rape or 
show similar patterns, they are rarely labeled 
as such, and there are no official figures or 
an overall picture of the scale of the situation 
in the country. Instead, such cases are often 
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characterized as domestic issues, psychiatric 
problems or isolated cases of sexual violence. 
In media representations, the sexual orientation 
of the victim is often censored or presented as 
“abnormal”. This loss of meaning and silence 
prevents the state and society from confronting 
the structural nature of violence. The case of 
Derya and the attack in Manisa demonstrate 
that corrective rape in Turkey operates under 
the cover of silence and misrecognition and 
continues with impunity.

Combating corrective rape requires both legal 
recognition and cultural transformation. Legal 
reforms should include explicit criminalization 
of hate crimes based on sexual orientation and 
gender identity and strong protection of LGBTQ+ 
people in both public and private spheres 
(International Commission of Jurists, 2007). 
Existing laws must not only exist, but must be 
effectively enforced, and the rights of the victim, 
not the perpetrator, must be at the center.

Equally important is creating a social 
transformation against the patriarchal, 
transphobic and heteronormative ideologies 
that fuel this violence. Education campaigns, 
community-based interventions, gender 
equality-focused curricula and victim-led 
advocacy are key components of long-term 
solutions. Responsible and inclusive media 
reporting is also an important part of this 
transformation.

In conclusion, corrective rape is a global human 
rights crisis and requires an international 
response based on intersectional understanding 
and solidarity. By making local examples visible, 
naming this violence by name and centralizing 
the voices of victims, academics, activists and 
policymakers can take concrete steps towards 
dismantling this structure. Otherwise, silence 
will remain the most powerful weapon of this 
form of violence.
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